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Background 


When | began my association with www.findagrave.com in 2007, | was ecstatic that an 
additional source of family history would be made available to the public in a much needed 
area...burial records. 


Having developed over the last 33 years extensive family history research through hard earned 
ground work, library book searches, hours of microfilm perusals and lengthy written 
correspondence with hundreds of interested parties, | decided this research would best be 
received if | made it available to the public. ..free of charge through the findagrave venue. 


Being naive and unfamiliar with the people, rules and programs associated with the findagrave 
administration, | began to input my research into the FAG website by creating gravesites for 
the 40,000 people | had accumulated in my database...known as the Pratt Progenitor Papers. 


When | “created” those gravesites, | would include my famous “Cradle to Grave” Profiles (C2G) 
for those individuals, which | had developed as a necessity to maintain, enhance and organize 
the data known concerning that individual from the time of their birth to the time of their death. 


These C2G profiles were tools, for any researcher, at any given date of an ancestor's life to 
understand the circumstances of that ancestor pertaining to resident location, family, 
employment, financial, emotional and spiritual well being of that particular individual and family. 


These C2G profiles gave the interested party a snapshot into the lives of these people thereby 
promoting ideas for additional research by enhancing the lives of that ancestor...through 
familiarity. 


Each C2G took hours to process with painstaking detail to insure accuracy. Each entry into the 
profile had to be inserted and processed with a logical format designed to build a chronology of 
that ancestor’s life from the time of their birth to the time of their death, including their known 
burial location...hence apply named Cradle to Grave Profile. 


| have been processing these individuals using this profile for over 30 years and have yet to 
see anyone else approach this extensive means of identification in a serious manner. 


Many include census data and a few details, maybe an obituary, but no one has taken the time 
to actually prepare a report on the lives of these people, in such detail as | have done. But...all 
want the information | have assimilated...except the people at Find a Grave and their 
contributors. 


Hoping for ahappy marriage... 


As | began to enter my memorials into the findagrave database, | included my C2G profiles in 
the bio section of these memorials to enhance the basic information found on headstones. 
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| also began to link family members together with other FAG gravesites, /.e., soouses to each 
other, children to parents, parents to children in an attempt to build a connection to each family 
member thereby giving the interested family member an easy way to read about their 
ancestors and to follow the history of that particular family. 


Shortly after | began to enter my C2G profiles into my gravesites, | began to get complaints 
from “other” FAG contributors that my C2G profiles were against the by-laws and rules 
imposed by the FAG administration. 


| wrote to the FAG administration and presented to them examples of my C2G profiles and 
received an email from Becky in administration stating she thought the profiles were fantastic 
and a wonderful addition to the bio section of the memorials. 


| continued with entering the profiles on the websites and the complaints continued to fill my 
email from various “other” contributors. 


| dismissed these complaints as professional jealousy due to the professional manner my 
extremely detailed research enhanced these memorials. 


| discovered a very disturbing rule that the FAG administration entertained, which | found was 
only the tip of the iceberg of rules that were not designed to enhance the memorials of our 
ancestor’s gravesites but designed to create clashes between different contributors creating 
direct conflict with one another producing anger, anxiety and hurt feelings as well as hostility 
towards contributors. 


Who canownagravesite??? 


This was the rule of ownership. FAG felt...in their lack of wisdom, that whomever entered the 
gravesite in their program, was the sole and only person who could enter information 
concerning that individual and this would create an “ownership” unless the owner or manager 
decided to “transfer” that gravesite to another contributor. 


Also, they imposed, that only direct children or grandchildren would get the privilege of a 
transfer and all others would and could be denied by the owner or manger with the FAG 
administration’s blessing. 


Several contributors had posted into the FAG database, thousands of gravesites; | have seen 
20 and 30 thousand names attributed to one individual. And under the rules of FAG, only that 
individual would be allowed to contribute or enter data for those gravesites. 


If you were not a child or grandchild of that individual, then you had no chance of getting the 
“owner” to transfer that gravesite to you unless the “owner” was a person of honor and 
respected your request. 
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Unfortunately | found very little of those individuals of character associated with FAG. What | 
found were contributors that did not care if you were related to those ancestors and refused to 
[1] acknowledge your request for a transfer, and/or [2] refused your request for a transfer. 


| even saw in one contributor’s bio that he stated he did not do ANY transfers and all additional 
information had to go through him in order to get posted to that particular memorial. He had 
posted over 51,000 memorials, which he was the sole “owner”. 


Taking care of 51,000 memorials is not humanly possible and denying family members the 
opportunity of contributing information to those gravesites is contrary to the spirit of harmony 
and cooperation built through years of family history research. 


Some contributors, including myself, decided that the only way to get correct family history 
information about their ancestors were to create a duplicate memorial and post their findings 
on the duplicate. 


Posting Duplicate Memorials 


When | ran across those contributors who had thousands of memorials posted like the man 
above, | found their dates and places and information were either incorrect, fabricated or left 
blank and the “contributor” had no interest in researching for the facts or linking family 
members together. 


| found gravesite after gravesite with wrong dates, incomplete names, wrong maiden names, 
wrong birth and death locations, and no parentage or children data concerning that gravesite 
memorial. 


| would ask for a transfer, which was mostly ignored and found the only way to correct this 
information was to create a duplicate. My duplicate carried the full correct name, the correct 
dates, correct locations, a C2G profile, and links to spouses, children and parents if obtainable. 


This took a great deal of my time and energy but under the spirit of cooperation and wanting 
future researchers to know what | knew about these people without paying www.ancestry.com 
a fee to learn this information, | freely gave my research and time to building the ancestors in 
FAG. 


| was not prepared for what | was about to experience. 


The problems start to mount... 


FAG administration has the annoying rule that if there are duplicate memorials, they merge 
these memorials together without the permission of the individuals who had posted these 
memorials. They merge the last created into the earliest dated memorial giving ownership to 
the person who originally created the memorial!!! 
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However, what | have found is that when FAG makes these merges they do not notify the 
parties involved their intentions and always the newly created memorial has new up-to-date 
additional information and when this information is merged with the “older” memorial the owner 
of the older memorial has the right, privilege and control over the newly merged material, 
thereby given the old owner the right to alter, delete, change and reword the information at 
their leisure without consulting the author of that material. 


| have been a victim of this tactic and repeatedly asked the “original” contributor to either 
transfer or remove my information and as the reprobates they are...they have ignored my 
multiple requests. 


You would think, in order to get my material off of those gravesites would be to ask FAG for 
help and ask them to remove my material from that gravesite since they created this problem 
in the first place by merging the two gravesites. Because the FAG program has grown beyond 
their control, FAG chooses to ignore email requests from their contributors and after several 
emails requesting action concerning this matter...nothing has been done. 


Therefore, | have seen my C2G postings changed, altered, deleted and reworded to suit the 
“owner” of that gravesite without my permission, regardless of my repeated requests to remove 
my material from their gravesite. 


Flowersandanote... 


As | was perusing FAG, | found that several contributors, who happened to be family 
descendants of a particular memorial, had posted a “flower” on a memorial and a note stating 


corrected and/or additional information about that person in the memorial. 


| thought what a wonderful way to post corrected information without asking for a transfer 
thereby getting the correct family information about that deceased ancestor to the public. 


| began to formulate flowers and a note designed to give the deceased person’s full name, 
birth and death dates and locations, parents, spouses and children designed to fill in all the 
vital basic information even better than an enhanced obituary. | called this procedure a mini- 
bio. Below is an example... 


FAG# 52682798 

Frangois Columbier Columbus "Lum" Missé Missey {FAG# 52682798} was born 5 July 1845 - 
Richwoods, Richwoods Twp, Washington, Missouri, United States and he was Christening 24 
July 1847 - Saint Stephen's Parish, Saint Stephen's Catholic Church, Richwoods, Washington, 
Missouri, United States he died 26 April 1916 - Bourbon, Boone Twp, Crawford, Missouri, 
United States and was buried 28 April 1916 - Harrison Cemetery, Vilander, Liberty Twp, 
Crawford, Missouri, United States. Parents: Father: Jean "John" Baptiste Missé Missey (1821- 
1880/1900) Mother: Marie "Mary" Francoise (PIQUETTE) (1826-1900/1910). Spouses: 1st 
spouse Cynthia N. (TALBOT) {FAG# 63323926} (3 April 1848 - 28 March 1896) Marriage: 19 
August 1866 - near DeSoto, Valle Twp, Jefferson, Missouri, United States. Children: (not 
inclusive) 1. Rev. Albert Paris Missé Missey {FAG# 52682554} (1867-1944) 
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2. John Benjamin "Ben" Missé Missey {FAG# 5274006} (1869-1943) 3. Lee Clinton Missé 
Missey {FAG# 526631 3} (1872-1956) 4. Mary Laura Magdalene (MISSE) Missey Pratt {FAG 
#76963582} (1874-1938) 5. Robert Judson Missé Missey {FAG# 63324106} (1876-1940) 6. 
Frank Carter Missé Missey {FAG# 31941921} (1879-1918) 7. Ambrose James Missé Missey 
{FAG#+ 63324315} (1881-1958) 8. Edmun Forrest Missé Missey (1884-1971) 9. Gertrude A. 
(MISSE) Missé Missey (1888-1888) 2nd spouse Mary Lavina (CAUFIELD) (17 April 1866 - 3 
December 1929) Marriage: 5 March 1902 - Crawford, Missouri, United States. Children: Mary 
Frances (MISSEY) (1902-1903) 


If | could find or determine their FAG memorial number, | would include this information in the 
flowered “note” section as depicted above. This gave the interested party family links to other 
FAG memorials including parents and children. 


This Flower and Note was designed in my Legacy Family History Database and had to be 
prepared for each person requiring editing and content design. Several minutes of work (20) 
was involved and if the FAG numbers were not known concerning the family members, then a 
search was necessary to collect these numbers and insert them in the database. This could 
take several hours to process and “build” one of these mini-bios and again | was motivated to 
helping family members find their ancestors. 


| began to post these notes on memorials accompanied by a “flower” of my own design. 
Several years ago my church... The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints held a 
promotion to help family history researchers research their families. This promotion was called 
“Spirit of Elijah Days” and the poster had dates and places. 


| decided that the basic poster was apropos for my purposes and to enhance the message | 
added a biblical verse pertaining to family history research in the latter days. 


This was my “flower” and accompanied almost every mini-bio | 
posted to FAG. These postings were very valuable and contained 
information about the gravesite memorial that no other person 
knew. 


This was because | had “researched” these people for the last 38 
years and knew a great deal about them and their families. Some 
memorials on FAG that others had posted had only initials with no 
dates and others with birth and/or death dates only no locations, 
no parentage references and no spouse or children details. 


When | posted these notes, | filled in all the blanks and gave the 
family a detail description about these people and their lives. |, in 
Se 0 wwe HS CAIN SN SWE AAC Se* | MY Mind, was performing a charitable act of kindness in 
presenting these details free to the public without compensation. 


However, | was not prepared for what | experienced from the so-called “original contributors” of 
these gravesites. 
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Complaints,complaints and didI mention morecomplaints? 


| received emails with anger and hostility from the original contributors requesting me to 
remove my information concerning these ancestors from “their” gravesites...and they weren’t 
even related to the deceased person!!! 


No one... not one single person in the 4 years and 7 months of my association with FAG ever 
complained that my research was in error or faulty or contained erroneous information. They 
were offended that | had the audacity to post information they did not know on their 
“gravesites!” How dare me to know more about these people than they did!!! 


| fought back and informed them the purpose of a memorial on a gravesite was to post 
information about that individual’s life and connect them with family members. They were still 
offended and complained to the FAG administration. 


| countered with a complaint to the FAG administration, which went unanswered and | began to 
notice my Flowers and Notes were beginning to disappear from gravesite memorials | had 
placed earlier. 


It appeared, all an “owner-manager” had to do was complain to FAG that they did not like a 
posting someone had done on their memorial...even as a flower comment and FAG like a 
mindless entity removed the posting without considering the value or contribution such posting 
made to the gravesite. 


| found a FAG memorial where the “contributor had created two graves for the same man in 
two different cemeteries in two different states! | had researched that deceased individual and 
knew the correct information and | informed the “owner” of her error and told her | would share 
with her my research and she replied with belligerence and hostility. 


| felt it was more important to get correct information about an ancestor than have incorrect 
information to mislead future researchers, so | sent her information about this man, no strings 
attached, hoping to convince her of her errors and she wrote back and stated it was a mistake 
that | had contacted her to help her. 


She took my information and suggestions and “fixed” the errors on those gravesites and took 
my notes and removed my name as a contributor, without giving me credit for helping her. 


She complained to FAG that | had posted a “flower” on that individual’s gravesite with family 
information and | also wrote and complained to FAG concerning her actions and FAG did not 
respond to my complaint but removed my flower and note off that man’s gravesite without my 
permission. 


Pearls beforethe swine... 


It was at that point that | realized that | was wasting my time with FAG in trying to help those 
with their ancestral gravesites and family history research. 
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| concluded...the FAG administration placed no value on my contributions and through their 
rules and regulations have purposely created an atmosphere, where they divide their 
contributors against each other. Positioning each contributor in a confrontational opposing 
position against another contributor or family member, offering no process for reconciliation. 


This divide and conquer mentality reminded me of my biblical history, of a tactic used by 
Lucifer since the beginning of time, the strategy has always been to divide and conquer the 
saints whereas to impede and hamper the Lord’s work. 


Therefore, | did not need to be part of their “game” and | decide to remove over 1000 posted 
memorials, flowers and comments that | had contributed to FAG over the last 4 years. 


What had taken me 4 years to research, post and compose, | was able to remove all but 7 
flowers and 1 memorial over a two-week period. 


Since then, | have not had anymore harassing emails, threats or ungrateful comments from 
people who did not appreciate what | was trying to do...nor deserved my consideration. 


Dail y emails inquires... 


Because of the size of my family history “tree” on ancestry.com, | have always received 5-10 
daily emails asking for help and assistance. | informed these inquiries that | was going to 
charge $20 as a research fee and posted the following on ancestry.com. 


| appreciate your inquiry, however, each inquiry about someone in my tree requires me to 
research that individual in my database. This is time consuming and can be extensive, due to 
38 years of accumulated family history research. This research sometimes takes hours to 
prepare. Therefore, | have decided to charge a look-up fee of $20 per inquiry. Email me 
floydpratthb9@tampabay.rr.com and let me know what you need. | will notify you how extensive 
that information is in my records. When | receive your check or money order, | will prepare a 
report for you. Floyd Pratt, 6732 Northampton Place, Bradenton, Florida 34207. If the report 
exceeds the email capacity then | will send it in segments. Thank you for your inquiry... 


My Pratt Progenitor Papers family tree on ancestry.com is not my primary family history 
database. My primary family history database is the Legacy software from 
htto://www.legacyfamilytree.com/. ALL my family history data goes into Legacy first... BEFORE 
| transfer the data to my ancestry.com tree. A disparity has developed between the number of 
people | have researched and the number of people that are listed in my ancestry.com family 
tree. My Legacy database shows that | have 32,247 individuals. My ancestry.com database 
shows that | have 41,273 individuals. There are almost 10,000 more people in my 
ancestry.com tree that | know very little. When you inquire concerning a family you found from 
my ancestry.com tree, | may know something about them or not. 


This explains, when | report to you "| do not know anything about them", why you found them 
in my ancestry.com database but | really have not researched them. Floyd Thomas Pratt 
F.H.C., M.A.G.I. 
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After posting on ancestry.com the above, | received hostile and unfriendly responses as if | 
“owed” them my 38-year valuable research and should share my information with them without 
compensation. 


| decided, with my health in decline, | could no longer waste my time “looking up” information in 
my tree unless they made it worth my while. 


| closed my Pratt Progenitor Papers family tree on ancestry.com to the public and withdrew my 
offer to “look-up” information about their families. 


| currently have the following posted on ancetruy.com... 


During the last 38 years of hard earned family history research, | have shared my research 
with all those who were interested. Lately, | found it necessary to ask for a nominal fee of $20 
to offset my time gathering and sharing volumes of priceless family history research, saving 
you years of research time. Many of you have responded with hostility, arrogance and/or 
indifference. Thereby, placing no value on all my years of research and hard work, unless you 
can get it for free. | have lately seen where my literary works, books, stories, articles and 
captioned pictures have been altered, deleted, with unauthorized changes and my authorship 
removed and claimed by others as their own work for the purpose of avoiding credit where 
credit is due. Henceforth, it is because of these transgressions, | have decided not to offer any 
more assistance to non-members concerning their family history research inquires. If you are a 
member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and you need assistance for your 
ancestors to complete their temple ordinances...then contact me and | will be glad to offer 
assistance free of charge. If you are not a member of my church, then you are wasting my time 
and don’t bother to contact me. Floyd Thomas Pratt F.H.C., M.A.G.I. 


When my membership to ancestry.com expired in December 2012 after being a 7-year 
member, | cancelled my membership and no longer offer any help. 


Something has changed... 


| don’t know what has happened to the spirit of cooperation and sharing information, but it is as 
if an evil has taken over and now dominates or at least is prevalent in the family history 
research community. We used to share our information with anyone who would ask, no strings 
attached, but now, it is as if people think we owe it to them and are very ungrateful. 


| believe corporations who saw a buck to be made in this arena have generated this attitude. 
Everything concerning family history research has greedy corporation's fingerprints. Old 
marriage, birth and death records should be free, since it is our taxes that support those 
government entities. 


Ancestry.com should not be charging patrons to use their services since the data in their files 
was given to them by patrons without compensation. 
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FAG is another example; FAG has received monetary endorsements from well-known third 
party vendors and no longer...if they ever did, serve the community with the communhity’s best 
interest at heart. 


Most of the people who contribute gravesite information to FAG have no desire to help family 
members and care very little about the people on the gravesites they have posted. 


It saddens me to see the manager of the gravesite on FAG, who won't transfer the gravesite 
when a granddaughter posts a flower to her grandparent’s gravesite. 


It should be the responsibility of FAG to allow all those who wish to post information ona 
gravesite the opportunity to do so. All they need to do is redesign the software and they would 
become more popular than ever. 


FAG’s concept of gravesite ownership is ridiculous and offensive. If | ran FAG, | would give the 
original contributor credit by acknowledgement but that is as far as their contribution to the 
gravesite goes. All those with additional information about that individual should have the right 
and privilege to post information. 


The arrogance of one individual stating that he will not transfer any memorials to other family 
members when he has posted over 51,000 memorials is unconscionable. No one paid him for 
those memorials or asked him to post those memorials. Most likely he has never seen those 
headstones and probably copied those memorials from other work that had previously been 
published or recorded. 


The whole FAG system as it stand is seriously flawed and their business practices will 
continue to anger and aggravate patrons as long as the present management is in control. 


My way of coping with unfair and unrighteous people or practices is not to play the game. 
How to read my FAG notes 


With that being said, as | have stated, | have removed my contributions from those 1000 
memorials save a few | couldn’t find, but in my personal Legacy family history program those 
notes are still there. 


When | print up my “books” for clients, where | have previously posted a FAG memorial on that 
ancestor, a report such as the example above for Frangois Columbier Columbus "Lum" Missé 
Missey follows the individual’s Cradle to Grave (C2G) Profile. 


These FAG memorials are coded in my program as one of three possibilities... 


[1] FAG# 52682798 Francois Columbier Columbus "Lum" Missé Missey 

Between the # sign and the first number of the memorial is blank. This indicates that | was not 
the one who posted the original memorial. Therefore, | either left messages in the “flower” 
section or FAG merged my data to that gravesite. 
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[2] FAG#* 95867295 Sarah Ann (PRATT) Blanton 
Notice the * after the # sign and before the number...this indicates that | WAS the originator of 
that memorial and a full C2G Profile did exist on that memorial. 


[3] FAG#+ 66615108 Lorenda (PRATT) Campbell Hull 
Concerning the + sign after the # and before the number means | left this family information as 
a flower or mini-bio on the gravesite memorial. 


Remember | have removed all my memorials on FAG that | could find, over 1000 of my 
contributions have now been deleted from FAG. 


This information about the above “codes” that you find in a person’s C2G Profile in my notes 
and books are for your information only. This is to help you read these memorial bios in my 
notes so you know if | was the originator or someone else was. 


It grieves me, | could not continue to post my valuable information to FAG concerning over 
42,000 people in my database, but FAG has made it impossible for someone like me to help 
others. 


Where | wanted to give my information freely so descendants would not have to pay a third 
party vendor to extract that information, FAG chose to abuse their responsibility and run with 
the advertiser money instead of building a truly useful and productive website. 


For every individual like me who complains and withdraws, there are hundreds who have quit 
FAG but do not take the time to complain. 


| highly recommend that you do not associate with FAG and fall into their traps because you 
too will be disappointed and angered by their unfriendly business practices, and their lack of 
cooperation among contributors. 


If you must seek burial site information on FAG, do so with the understanding that the 


information posted is incomplete and needs verification. Most likely the person who posted that 


memorial is not related and may never have seen the headstone and their information is 
riddled with errors. 


With this in mind, | now instruct my descendants NOT to post my memorial on FAG. | do not 
want the pearls of my life cast before the swine. 


Floyd Thomas Pratt F.H.C., M.A.G.I. 
19 January 2013 
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